
 
 
 
 

LAUTNER IN LOS ANGELES? 
 

 
NO - IT’S THE DANNE HOUSE IN STUDLEY PARK 
 

5 YARRA STREET KEW  
 
The Danne House was once the most eye-catching modernist houses the 
Studley Park area.   It is being auctioned on 12 April, at 12 noon, by Woodards.  
(Tony Nathan 0412 285 066) 
 
It is now disguised by the external alterations and additions of the early 1980s, 
but has the potential to regain much of its original character.  While the original 
building envelope has been subsumed by additions facing the street, most the 
original structure has been retained. This includes the striking original feature, 
the curved rear wing, built over two levels in stone salvaged from the burnt out 
shell of Wilson Hall.  It is has a curved highlight window wall built in diagonal 
framing, and original circular skylights, one of the earliest uses of skylights in 
residential use in Melbourne.  Circular skylights such as this, with internal lights, 
were a feature of many buildings by Alvo Aalto in Finland at this time.  These 
features are shown in this recent photo showing the rear view of the Danne 
House at the left. 



 
The architect Geoffrey Danne designed this house for his own family.  It 
demonstrates how architects built experimental and innovative houses for their 
own use.  The striking design was recorded as the feature house in the June 
1957 edition of Australian House and Garden, which is attached. 
   
Another distinctive house by Danne is the Muspratt House, located nearby at 14 
Carnsworth Avenue, featured on the National Trust News in May 2010, an issue 
devoted to modernism.  By contrast, it is very intact and has many design 
details used for the Danne House. See the link to Studley Park Modern website 
http://www.studleypark.net/danne.htm. 
 
Commenced in 1954 and completed in 1956, the Danne House comprised two 
main sections.  Facing the street was a lightweight third floor that cantilevered 
over the two storey car space and entry.  This anticipated Sean Godsell’s own 
dramatically cantilevered house, also in Studley Park.  The steel columns and 
support beams were clearly expressed, and complemented by the vertical rods 
that defined the entrance and provided a balustrade for the cantilevered 
entrance stairs.  Lightweight concrete panels were used for the cladding of this 
section. 
 

 
 
The contrasting two level rear section was enclosed by the curved stone wall 
built of recycled stone from Wilson Hall.  This was Oamaru limestone from the 
South Island of New Zealand, in which large blocks of glass were embedded to 
allow light to penetrate the stonework.  This stone was also used for the 
retaining wall along the street frontage.  This rear section provided the entrance 
and formal living area, and was a partially two storey space with stairs leading to 
the upper level. 



 
 
 

 
 



Noted architectural photographer Peter Wille recorded the house before it was 
completed.  [SLV picture collection] 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Heritage and real estate values 
 
Yarra Street has the most cohesive streetscape in Studley Park, and the Danne 
House is located almost opposite one of the most important houses in Studley 
Park.  This is the Guss House at 18 Yarra Street designed in 1961 by Mc 
Glashan and Everist, the architects of Heide 2.   
 
Studley Park is covered by Heritage Overlay HO530 Yarra Boulevard Precinct, 
Kew, and the Danne House has been scheduled as a Contributory building. 
 
The Studley Park area has been recognised as the best area in Australia to 
demonstrate post war modernism.  The legacy of pioneer modernist architects, 
including six by Robin Boyd, is unrivalled.  The area is enhanced by the dramatic 
sloping landscape, mature trees and its relationship with the Yarra Bend Park. 
 
The renewed interest in modernism has led to a strong demand for modernist 
housing in the Studley Park area, and houses with an important architectural 
provenance such as this are keenly sought after to be restored.  There is limited 
supply of such houses, and this house provides a remarkable opportunity for 
such buyers.  
 



Despite the extent of alterations and additions, the house retains much of the 
original building fabric, in particular the unique rear stone wing.  It has 
considerable potential for full or partial restoration or for a sympathetic upgrade.  
Such reconstruction would be made possible by the clear evidence provided by 
the original plans and early photographs. 
 
This would involve the removal of additions at the front to expose the original 
dramatic cantilevered building form of the front wing. The original cladding and 
balustrade rods, as well as the dramatic colour scheme could be readily 
reconstructed.  Even a partial reconstruction could make this house one of the 
stand-out features of Studley Park.  
 
The following plans show the extent of the original house in relation to the 
current plans. This provides a guide to how the building could be returned to its 
origin configuration.  The demolition of the additions could be readily 
accomplished.  
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Architects sketch plans from Australian House and Garden 
 

 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Floor plans from Woodards sales brochure 

 
 
 
       
 



June 1957 edition of Australian House and Garden 
 

 



 





 



 


