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Address:	70A	Blues	Point	Road,	North	Sydney,	NSW,	Australia																																																															Telephone:	+61	(0)2	9929	6782					

31 May 2017 
 
 
The Hon. Gabrielle Upton, MP, MBA, BA, LLB 
Minister for the Environment, Local Government & Heritage 
52 Martin Place 
SYDNEY  NSW  2000 
 
 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
 
Wentworth Memorial Church and Moveable Collection,  
32B Fitzwilliam Road, Vaucluse 
State Heritage Inventory Item (SHR 01882) 
 
 
On behalf of Docomomo Australia I write to you regarding the proposed sale of the Wentworth Memorial 
Church, Vaucluse by the Anglican Church of Australia.  
 
The church and its contents are listed on the State Heritage Register as an item of State significance 
and yet there is no mention of the SHR listing or of the need to obtain either Local Council or NSW 
Heritage Council approval for the uses proposed by the real estate agency’s advertisements that the 
church could be used as a residence or dual occupancy. The church and its contents are still intact 
(including pews and organ) so the building’s use other than for public assembly would be problematic, if 
not impossible, without affecting the heritage significance of the church’s intact interior. 
 
The Wentworth Memorial Church was designed in 1964 by renowned Australian modernist architect, 
Don Gazzard, and is currently on the list of 100 buildings that is to be included in a book surveying the 
important buildings and landscapes of Australian Modernism, to be published by Thames and Hudson. 
The Wentworth Memorial Church represents both a beautiful building of great spirituality and acoustics 
and a site that emphasises the spiritual journey to prayer. 
 
You may be aware that the Church has already sub-divided and sold part of the original site that was 
given to the Church by the Wentworth family. Docomomo Australia considers that the Church has 
already obtained a significant financial return on its investment and that the church building and site 
should remain for public use as a place of public assembly. Given the provenance of the site from the 
Wentworth Family (who built Vaucluse House) it would seem appropriate that the Anglican Church made 
the church available to the NSW Historic Houses Trust (now known as Sydney Living Museums) as an 
adjunct to the Vaucluse House estate and that the church be used for chamber music performances, 
small plays, lectures and weddings which would be an ideal supplement to the activities of SLM at 
Vaucluse House. 
 
Given the significance of the church as a war memorial to fallen World War 2 soldiers, as an iconic 
building of Australia’s Modern Movement of architecture and of its contents we would urge the NSW 
Government to exercise its powers under the NSW Heritage Act to acquire the church for the people of 
NSW, if the Anglican Church continues with its intention to sell the church, so that the church can be 
retained for public use as an adjunct to the activities of SLM at Vaucluse House. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Dr Scott Robertson, BScArch, BArch(Hons), MBEnv, PhD 
President 
Docomomo Australia 
	


