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           Australia Square, Harry Seidler 1967 
    
1 Identity of building/group of buildings/urban scheme/landscape/garden   
1.1 Current Name of Building  Australia Square   
1.2 Variant or Former Name      
1.3 Number & Name of Street 264-278 George St    
1.4 Town Sydney   
1.5 Province New South Wales   
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1.6 Zip code  2000   
1.7 Country  Australia   
1.8 National grid reference    
1.9 Classification/typology Commercial   
1.10 Protection Status & Date RAIA NSW Chapter Register of 20th Century Buildings of Significance 
(item 4703039) 
 

 2 History of building  
The design concept for Australia Square aimed at solving the 
problems of urban redevelopment in a comprehensive way.  
 
The Australia Square project aimed at bringing a new openness into 
the congested heart of the city, with plaza areas open to the sky, an 
arcaded ground floor design and a circular 50-storey tower which 
allowed maximum light into surrounding streets.  
 
Australia Square was a landmark development in the 1960s. Its 
planning, design and construction were marked by creative 
innovation. Australia Square challenged the planning and 
architectural thinking of the time. The result was praised and indeed 
became a highly significant project in the wider context of 
development in Sydney.  
The site of Australia Square was the product of a protracted site 
consolidation carried through by G J Dusseldorp, building promoter 
and developer, Chairman of Lend Lease Corporation. From the early 
1950s the concept of redeveloping parts of the city by consolidating 
small city lots to form a single larger site suitable for the erection of a 
skyscraper had been discussed. Dusseldorp’s amalgamation 
brought under one ownership an entire city block, involving over 30 
different properties and more than 80 titles. This, the first of the 
whole block developments, resulted in the demolition of a number of 
buildings which, in the later 20th century, would be regarded as 
having heritage significance and would have compromised the 
scheme. Dusseldorp formed a company called City Centre 
Development Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of Lend Lease, to finance the 
project.  
Sydney City Council gave approval for the scheme in July 1960. 
Lend Lease had put the proposal before the Council in May of that 
year and it took less than three months to have the complex 
proposal passed with little amendment. It had had the endorsement 
of the city building surveyor, John Rankin who was a member of the 
powerful Height of Building Advisory Committee. He said the time 
was ‘opportune to replan the block.’1 No public display of such 
radical changes to streets and massive building demolition was 
necessary at this time.  
The proposal was in fact very generous to Lend Lease. Lend Lease 
was to give land to the Council for the widening of Bond Street and 
to dedicate land as roadway on Hunter Street (provided the 
company could acquire all the properties on the northern side of 
Hunter Street between George Street and Pitt Street). It also allowed 
for the elimination of Deans Place, Little George Street and Little 
Hunter Street and the closing of the section of Hamilton Street 
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between Bond Street and Hunter Street. This land could then 
become part of the company’s large building site. 
The provisions of the County of Cumberland Scheme were 
suspended tallow planning to be undertaken for the whole block. 
However, the finalised development did not finally incorporate the 
properties on the northern side of Hunter Street between Pitt and 
George Streets.  
Harry Jensen, Sydney Lord Mayor presided over a “start-of-work’ 
ceremony in December 1962.  
Sydney City Council gave approval for the scheme in July 1960 and 
Harry Jensen, Sydney Lord Mayor presided over a “start-of-work” 
ceremony in December 1962. Architect Harry Seidler travelled to 
Rome to confer with Italian structural engineer, Pier Luigi Nervi. 
Nervi’s advice was sought particularly in relation to the concrete 
design of the circular tower.  
The 13-storey Plaza Building was completed May 1964 and the 50-
storey 171m high Tower Building in 1967.   
Australia Square was a landmark development in the 1960s. Its 
planning, design and construction were marked by creative 
innovation. Australia Square challenged the planning and 
architectural thinking of the time. The result was praised and indeed 
became a highly significant project in the wider context of 
development in Sydney.  
The site of Australia Square was the product of a protracted site 
consolidation carried through by G J Dusseldorp, building promoter 
and developer, Chairman of Lend Lease Corporation. From the early 
1950s the concept of redeveloping parts of the city by consolidating 
small city lots to form a single larger site suitable for the erection of a 
skyscraper had been discussed. Dusseldorp’s amalgamation 
brought under one ownership an entire city block, involving over 30 
different properties and more than 80 titles. This, the first of the 
whole block developments, resulted in the demolition of a number of 
buildings which, in the later 20th century, would be regarded as 
having heritage significance and would have compromised the 
scheme. Dusseldorp formed a company called City Centre 
Development Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of Lend Lease, to finance the 
project.  
The design concept for Australia Square aimed at solving the 
problems of urban redevelopment in a comprehensive way.  
Sydney City Council gave approval for the scheme in July 1960. 
Lend Lease had put the proposal before the Council in May of that 
year and it took less than three months to have the complex 
proposal passed with little amendment. It had had the endorsement 
of the city building surveyor, John Rankin who was a member of the 
powerful Height of Building Advisory Committee. He said the time 
was ‘opportune to replan the block.’1 No public display of such 
radical changes to streets and massive building demolition was 
necessary at this time.  
The proposal was in fact very generous to Lend Lease. Lend Lease 
was to give land to the Council for the widening of Bond Street and 
to dedicate land as roadway on Hunter Street (provided the 
company could acquire all the properties on the northern side of 
Hunter Street between George Street and Pitt Street). It also allowed 
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for the elimination of Deans Place, Little George Street and Little 
Hunter Street, the closing of the section of Hamilton Street between 
Bond Street and Hunter Street. This land could then become part of 
the company’s large building site. 
The provisions of the County of Cumberland Scheme were 
suspended tallow planning to be undertaken for the whole block. 
However, the finalised development did not finally incorporate the 
properties on the northern side of Hunter Street between Pitt and 
George Streets.  
Harry Jensen, Sydney Lord Mayor presided over a “start-of-work’ 
ceremony in December 1962.  
Sydney City Council gave approval for the scheme in July 1960 and 
Harry Jensen, Sydney Lord Mayor presided over a “start-of-work” 
ceremony in December 1962. Architect Harry Seidler travelled to 
Rome to confer with Italian structural engineer, Pier Luigi Nervi. 
Nervi’s advice was sought particularly in relation to the concrete 
design of the circular tower.  
The 13-storey Plaza Building was completed May 1964 and the 50-
storey 171m high Tower Building in 1967.  
Australia Square built between 1962 and 1967 is of national cultural 
significance for the development of the modern movement in 
architecture in Australia. The Tower and Plaza Buildings and the 
Plaza are important as milestones in the architectural and urban 
development of the ‘modern’ City of Sydney.  
Australia Square is a major civic place incorporating one of the first 
modern office towers in Australia designed by one of Australia’s 
leading architects, Harry Seidler. In 1967 the NSW Chapter of the 
RAIA awarded the Australia Square Tower the Sir John Sulman 
Medal, and the Australia Square Plaza the Civic Design Award. It 
has significant associations with prominent international figures 
including: the engineer Pier Luigi Nervi, the lighting engineer Edison 
Price, the architect/artist Le Corbusier and the artists Miro, 
Alexander Calder, and Victor Vasarely.  
Australia Square represents important advances in urban design 
combined with significant technical advances. The six Seidler towers 
in the City of Sydney (Australia Square, MLC, Grosvenor Place, 
Capita, Horizon and Cove Apartments) demonstrate the vitality of 
Modernism, and the evolution of the main current of Modern 
architecture.  
Australia Square is associated with the major company, the Lend 
Lease Corporation Ltd. and was constructed under the auspices of 
the Dutch developer, G.J. Dusseldorp. Lend Lease together with 
Civil and Civic, the builders of Australia Square, have continuously 
occupied the Tower and Plaza Buildings since construction.  
Australia Square Tower is an elegant innovative building regarded 
as a landmark building in Sydney. An icon of Australian architecture, 
it is “a rare confluence of commercial opportunism, modernist 
planning ideology, technology and aesthetic sensibility” (Neville 
Quarry, Ch 17 Tall Buildings Australian Business Going Up: 1945-
1970)  
It is of historic importance for its pioneering approach to the 
problems of urban redevelopment through the provision of public 
space on private land, thus minimising problems of pedestrian and 
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atmospheric congestion. The site plan and amenities were 
influenced by and were associated with the planning incentives 
introduced in the 1971 Sydney Strategy Plan. It was the first 
practical demonstration of an amalgamation of old titles into one 
large tract and the development of a site to leave public space at 
ground level. It was the first city block development in Sydney.  

2.1 Original Brief/Purpose Commercial Office    
2.2 Dates: Commission/Completion   

Submission for the scheme in May 1960.  
Approval for the scheme in July 1960.  
A protracted site consolidation, involving over 30 different properties 
and more than 80 titles 
“Start-of-work’ ceremony in December 1962.  
The 13-storey Plaza Building May Completed 1964. 
50-storey 171m high Tower Building Completed 1967.  

2.3 Architectural Designers  
Architect: Harry Seidler and Associates; Principal: Harry Seidler, 
Associate: Colin Griffiths,  
Structural Consultant: Studio Nervi (Rome), Principal: Luigi Nervi, 
Structural and Mechanical Engineers: Civil & Civic Pty. Ltd., 
Mechanical Consultant: Consentini Associates (New York), 
Lighting Consultant: Edison Price (New York).  
Project Management and Construction: Civil and Civic Pty. Ltd. 
Project Development: Lend Lease Development Pty. Ltd.  

2.4 Others Associated With Building      
Harry Jensen, Sydney Lord Mayor 
City building surveyor, John Rankin who was a member of the 
powerful Height of Building Advisory Committee.  
G J Dusseldorp, building promoter and developer, Chairman of Lend 
Lease Corporation. 
City Centre Development Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of Lend Lease, sual. 
Artists Alexander Calder, Victor Vasarely, Miro and the Australian 
artist John Olsen.  

2.5 Significant Alterations With Dates 
Alterations 
1966 Shops to concourse let and additions to 42nd Floor restaurant. 
1968-70 Partitions and shop alterations. 1971 Mechanical vent Level 
48 and partitions 1973 Alterations floors 10 and 11 (Plaza Building) 
$121,000. 1974-82 Partitions and shop alterations. 1981 Mechanical 
vent level 8. 1982 Install generators and storage tank. 1983-1986 
Partitions and shop alterations. 1986 Install 9 double deck car 
parking machines and install Satellite and microwave. 1987 
Refurbishment retail circle Pitt Street Level $5,000,000. 1987-90 
Partitions and shop alterations. 1990 Glazed canopy access stair 
and modification $300,000 and disabled ramp (access). 1995 
External cleaning and window overcladding of original double 
glazing.  
   

2.6 Current Use Commercial  
2.7 Current Condition     

High degree of integrity, the associated artwork is intact. Substantial 
internal changes have been undertaken by Harry Seidler and 
Associate and do not detrimentally impact on the original design. 
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3 Description  
3.1 General Description  

The dominant element is the 50 – storey tower: a tall, white cylinder, 
articulated vertically by ribs and banded horizontally by strips of dark 
windows, deep green spandrel panels and white quartz edge beams 
at each storey, with two recessed equipment floors at levels 19 and 
35, and a louvred screen at the topmost level. The tower resting on 
the upper George Street podium occupies only 25 per cent of the 
site, has a total floor space 12 times the site area. The first rotating 
restaurant in Sydney is located at the top of the tower. An 
observation deck was above this level, but has subsequently been 
closed.  
Enclosing the eastern end of the site, parallel to Pitt Street, the 13 
storey Plaza Building is a simple rectangular prism, raised above the 
ground on seven pilotis (splayed clusters of four columns). A central 
service core connects all levels to the ground. Carefully articulated 
aluminium sun screening is incorporated into the east and west 
facades.  
The remainder of the city block was given over to the public as 
outdoor space. The public space is established by a plaza that is set 
above street level and steps down throughout the site and is defined 
on the east by a six storey rectangular building acting as a foil to the 
circular tower. It is one of the earliest examples of the development 
of public open space on private land. Its public areas include cafes, 
trees, planting beds, fountain and significant artworks. There are 
tapestries by Victor Vasarely Orion M.C. and Le Corbusier 
UNESCO, & an Alexander Calder sculpture, Crossed Blades. The 
executive floor has tapestries by le Corbusier, Miro, Calder and the 
Australian artist John Olsen.  
Curved screen walls separate the space visually and physically from 
traffic and parked cars in the surrounding streets and create discreet 
places for people.  
Each office floor of the tower is identical except that the projecting 
quartz faced pre-cast columns diminish in size as the building rises. 
There are 2 occupied floors that have a higher floor to floor height; 
the lower Exhibition level and the Executive Level at the top of the 
tower.  
The structural system was developed with one of the world’s leading 
engineers, Pier Luigi Nervi, and features technological advances of 
the time such as patterned ribbing in the exposed floor slab design 
and tapering exterior columns in quartz faced pre-cast as permanent 
formwork. Tower is constructed with a central in-situ, slip form 
concrete core with precast units serving as both formwork and finish 
for the surrounding concrete frame. The tapering columns add 
emphasis to the height of the tower further emphasising its 
elegance. At the time it was built in 1961-1967 the tower was one of 
the world’s tallest lightweight concrete buildings.  
The circular form was structurally extremely efficient and the 
consistency of the floor plan, the use of precast façade and in situ 
core lead to floors being erected in five working days which set new 
standards in office tower construction. The circular plan form of the 
tower was also developed to minimise the adverse wind effects on 
the ground level forecourt and plaza areas. 
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The seven-metre height foyer is lined in travertine. Radial concrete 
waffle slabs contain hidden lighting which illuminate the travertine 
covered curved wall. 
 
The restaurant and shopping arcade have been refitted. All floors 
and core areas have been refurbished by Lend lease; most have 
involved the Harry Seidler and Associates office.  

3.2 Construction 
The seven-metre height foyer is lined in travertine. Radial concrete 
waffle slabs contain hidden lighting which illuminate the travertine 
covered curved wall.  

3.3 Context  
High degree of integrity, the associated artwork is intact. Substantial 
internal changes have been undertaken by Harry Seidler and 
Associate and do not detrimentally impact on the original design.
   

4 Evaluation  
4.1 Technical  

It is significant for the early use of precast panels as permanent 
formwork, exploring the full potential of this technique and was 
instrumental in advancing lightweight concrete structural design. The 
structure allowed great speed in erection of formwork and pouring of 
concrete. It was the first fully structural lightweight concrete structure 
in Australia and the tallest lightweight concrete structure in the world 
at the time of construction.  
The Tower building design is significant, it was the creation of the 
structural engineer Pier Luigi Nervi, the ceilings are known as “Nervi” 
ceilings.  
Australia Square and its public spaces are significant in urban 
design terms because the development involved the amalgamation 
of over thirty properties, a whole city block, including laneways, to 
develop two modernist buildings and an urban plaza. 
 
It is significant for the early use of precast panels as permanent 
formwork, the full potential of this technique. It was instrumental in 
advancing structural design with concrete. It was the first fully 
structural lightweight concrete building in Australia and the tallest 
lightweight concrete structure in the world at the time of construction. 
It is significant as the highest and largest revolving restaurant in the 
world at the time of construction and is still the largest. 
 

4.2 Social  
Australia Square is socially significant as a major civic place. It 
provides a sunny, wind protected urban environment for recreation, 
interaction and retreat from city traffic congestion and indoor office 
building environments. Australia Square is also of social significance 
for its subsequent influence on the architectural profession and the 
directions it took, and as a landmark building to the general 
population.  

4.3 Cultural & Aesthetic   
Australia Square is aesthetically significant as the tower building is a 
landmark as well as for its architectural and urban design 
contribution to the realisation of the modern City of Sydney. The 
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development was a milestone establishing new trends and ideals in 
modern office buildings in the circular form, creating a public open 
space and a freestanding building apart from rather than in the older 
smaller urban context that existed at the time. It is a seminal work by 
Harry Seidler and the recipient of both the 1967 RAIA Civic Design 
and Sulman Awards.  
Australia Square tower was the first fully light -weight structural 
concrete building in Australia and the tallest lightweight structure in 
the still the largest revolving restaurant in the world with the fastest 
lifts at the time of construction. The development was the first 
composition of two buildings in Sydney.  
The development is significant for its associations with prominent 
people including noted architect Harry Seidler. It is an important in 
his professional career. Also associated with the structural engineer 
Pier Luigi Nervi, developer G. J. Dusseldorp,, lighting engineer 
Edison Price, architect/artist Le Corbusier, and with well known 
artists Alexander Calder, Victor Vasarely, Miro and the Australian 
artist John Olsen.  
The two buildings and plaza are an innovative solution for 
maximising open public space and building height on one large site. 
The lobby, interior and exterior of the Tower building are a finely 
crafted. The Plaza building is complimentary to the Tower building 
and the development as a whole. The Plaza building is the first 
building in Sydney on pilotis. Australia Square is significant for the 
integrated use of artwork in the public spaces was innovative and 
part of the overall design. This included the Le Corbusier tapestries 
and the Calder sculpture.  

4.4 Historical 
The Australia Square complex is of historic importance as recipient 
of the RAIA Civic Design and Sulman Awards in 1967. Having 
outstanding monumental and symbolic importance to the 
development of architecture and the history of architecture and for 
its pioneering approach to the problems of urban redevelopment. 
It was an important project having a special association with the life 
and professional careers of noted architect Harry Seidler, engineer 
Pier Luigi Nervi and developer G. J. Dusseldorp.  
 
Australia Square is historically significant for its pioneering approach 
to the problems of urban redevelopment through amalgamation of 
sites and the provision of public space on private land thus 
minimising problems of pedestrian congestion.  
The site plan and amenities were influenced by and were associated 
with the planning incentives of the 1971 Sydney Strategic Plan. It is 
the first practical demonstration of amalgamation of old titles into 
one large site and the development of the site to leave public space 
at ground level. It was the first city block development in Sydney  
 

4.5 General Assessment  
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5. Documentation 
5.1 Principal References    
   
Original drawings and specifications, 1961- 1962, Harry Seidler and Associates 
Building Lighting and Engineering, December 1962, April 1964, May 1967, Harry Seidler and Associates 
Architecture for the New World Horwitz Aust ISBN 0 7255 0232 0, 1962 1964 1967, Blake, Peter 
Harry Seidler Four Decades of Architecture Thames and Hudson p112,116,119,123 
ISBN 1 8754 9875 3, 1973, 1992, Frampton, Kenneth and Philip Drew 
Post World War II Multi-storied Office Buildings in Australia 1945- 67, April 1994, Taylor, Jennifer 
The Master Architect Series III Images Publishing, ISBN 1 8754 9875 3, 1997, Sharp, Dennis 
Australia Square Public Spaces Draft Conservation management Plan, 1997 Tanner & Associates 
Tall Buildings Australian Business Going Up: 1945-1970 Architecture Media IBSN 1 877004 07 3, 2001, Jennifer 
Taylor 
 
5.2 Visual material attached 

Australia Square – Plan at Plaza Level Harry Seidler 1967 
Australia Square – Viewed from North Sydney Max Dupain 1967 
Australia Square – View from George Street May Dupain 1967 
Australia Square – View of Plaza Max Dupain 1967 
Australia Square – Ceiling Detail Max Dupain 1967 
Australia Square Plaza – Interior Max Dupain 1967 

 
 

 
Source: NSW State Heritage Inventory Sheet   
Australia Square – View of Plaza 
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Source: NSW State Heritage Inventory Sheet    
Australia Square Plaza - Interior 

 
Source: NSW State Heritage Inventory Sheet   
Australia Square – Ceiling Detail 
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Source: NSW State Heritage Inventory Sheet 
Australia Square – Plan at Plaza Level 

 

 
Source: NSW State Heritage Inventory Sheet    
Australia Square – Viewed from North Sydney 

 
 
 
 
 

 5.3 Rapporteur/date Jennifer Hill, June, 2014  
 


